
saturday Sept. 25, 10:00Am

Tobi and the TurbobusDirector: Verena Fels / Germany / 7.5 min You fly with no seat! That’s the rule in the Turbobus. To get one is a hard day job for a young wolf on his turbo-
journey to find real friendship.

Zara Og Dei
Director: Nils Johan Lund, 

Bjørn Sortland /  

Norway / 13 min

When Zara and her family 

remake the pageant-like 

Miss Competition, it’s a much 

more wacky “hit” than “miss”!

Bill N Back
Director: Olivier Brisson / 

Canada / 7.5 min
The exciting and mind-twisting 

adventures of two comically 
conjoined twins, an enthusiastic 

wolf and a bossy rabbit, who must 
work together to adapt to EVO, a 

wacky world in constant evolution.

Hugo & Holger
Director: Teddy Halkier Kristiansen 

/ Denmark / 14 min

Holger is in fact a baby elephant but 

all the boy Hugo sees is a big puppy 

dog. It’s all about the eyes that see.

f or KidsKartoons
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Hosted by 

Gail 
Matthius
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Music Videos
Friday Sept. 24, 6:30pm

Dripping Visions 
by Freak Heat Waves, directed by Cole Kush

Love Problems 
by Gel Set, directed by Olivia de Camps

Until I Fall 
by Lucinda Chua, directed by William Kennedy

There’s Nothing You Can’t Do 
by Spirit of the Beehive, directed by Ryan Schnackenberg

White Sugar 
by Black Dice, directed by Aaron Anderson

Stay the Ride
by Gus Gus, directed by Arni & Kinski

Room with a View 
by Rone, directed by (La)Horde - Brutti / 
Debrouwer / Harel

Hey Boy
by Brijean, directed byBrijean Murphy

Houkou
by Satomimagae, directed byNonowe Akihito

Gem 
by Jane Inc., directed by Carlyn & Shanda Bezic

Yüce Dag Basında 
by Altin Gun, directed by Bregt Pepijn 
Verhagen & Tom Ooms

Often they came to 
visit, even just to see 
how she was 
by Ruth Goller, directed by Paula Rae Gibson

cont. >
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Music Videos
Friday Sept. 24, 6:30pm

Doctor Says 
by Midnight Sister, directed byGiraffe Studios

Industry Baby 
by Lil Nas X, Jack Harlow, directed by 
Christian Breslauer

Sink In 
by Tirzah, directed by Leah Walker

Miss the Rage
by Trippie Redd ft. Playboi Carti,  
directed by Nick Walker

Drool
by Part Chimp, directed byChris Spalton



Cassandra by David 
E. Tolchinsky
A female detective, Block, 
encounters a mysterious uniformed 
female police officer Crawley. 
Together, they try to stop a serial 
killer whose trademark is to leave 
a drawing of the location of her 

subsequent murder at each crime site. Based on the 
award-winning short, Cassandra.

Child by Giovanni 
Labadessa
After the death of her father, a 
woman returns to her childhood 
home in the Polish wilderness. When 
her son goes missing into the woods, 
the husband immediately dives into 
the unknown, while she struggles 

to get the local police to help. They say it is because of a 
strong wind blowing in the mountains, but she believes it’s 
because her husband and son are black. Finally their son is 
found, the problem is both father and mother found one.

Mr. Cool by Beau 
Brians
An ordinary college student, Joe, tries 
to figure out his life when he is pulled 
into an epic mission by Mr Cool, a 
flashback-plagued bad-ass with a dark 
and mysterious past. This takes them 
on an adventure of danger, expensive 

set pieces, self discovery and ultimately love, building to a 
climactic showdown against evil forces where Mr Cool has 
to make the ultimate sacrifice and Joe has to run around 
holding a silver box with glowing blue parts.

Mustard Green by 
Patrick L. McConnell
“Luc is eleven and lives in the 
Bayou outside of New Orleans 
in 1925; might be described as a 
Cajun ‘Huck Finn.’” His world is a 
beautiful challenge, delightful to a 
boy, concerning to his mother. He’s a 

hunter who loves animals. Who finds a friend in a strange 
frog. The friendship brings magic, new challenges, 
altering the world around him.

Kosmos by 
Alex Blumberg
At the height of the Cold 
War space race, a team 
of freethinking Soviet 
rocket scientists-turned-
UFOlogists must outwit 
the KGB, the military, 

and a corrupt psychiatrist after receiving an 
alien transmission warning of an imminent 
nuclear apocalypse. “Chernobyl” meets “The 

X-Files.”

License & 
Registration 
by Jackson 
Ezinga
After a series of 
setbacks, a wanna-be 
cop feels he has no other 

choice than to put on his dead father’s uniform 
and badge to fulfill his destiny.

The Last Ones  
by C. D. Peterson
The Last Ones portrays the loss of a 
way of life. Douglas, a teen, and his 
farm family struggle through WWII 
only to face the tumult of the post-
war boom. Douglas leads the fight 
to put off a voracious land developer 

but cannot stop progress. The State claims the land for the 
Massachusetts Turnpike. The family will endure, but the 
result is the same — their way of life is gone. They must go 
their own ways.

Unison Kismet 
by Francesco 
Capussela
3197. Aulen, a solar-powered 
humanoid with telekinetic skills 
activated on Earth post-Phamtat 
invasion, learns of his friend’s brutal 
murder. Aulen embarks on a mission 

to human-colonized Mars where he reaches the exotic 
matter and time-travels to 2051 Earth failing to stop the 
interstellar response to the 1974 Arecibo message. After the 
Dostis Cabak battle in 3197, Aulen discovers to be human, 
his parents’ identity and accepts his homosexual 
feelings for the murdered humanoid.

Her 
Screaming 
Red Eye by 
Matthew 
Dixon
A star architect 
envisions a “living 
building” that 

changes form in harmony with natural 
light. From within the presentation 
model, she hears the voice that first 
spoke to her in the wooden fort she built 
as a child. Both sanctuary and prison, 
the fort is where her unique imagination 
was born and her voices and visions 
came to life. Both devil and ally, they 
are the source of her greatest ideas and 
most terrifying fears. For her one-of-
a-kind designs to actually be built, she 
must find a way to live with both.

One Way by Meital 
Cohen Navarro
Estranged from her family and 
her ultra-orthodox community, 
Tiki, a Jewish mother, has been 
living in exile for years. But 
when she discovers that her 
18-year-old daughter, Chaya, 
is about to get married in two 
days, Tiki drives back to Los 
Angeles in her old broken-down 
Jeep, determined to change 
Chaya’s destiny. But stopping 
this arranged marriage may 
prove harder than expected… 
as Chaya herself refuses to go 
with her.

Screenplay Competition	 Finalists
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Opening Night GALA
Wednesday Sept. 22, 9:00pm, Rafters, 202 Old Mammoth Rd.
Kick off Mammoth Lakes’ seventh annual independent film festival in style! Dance the night away 
to some sweet digital tunes, enjoy an open beer and wine bar, and meet our visiting filmmakers. 

Late Night  
Happy Hour

Thursday Sept. 23, 10:00pm, Distant Brewing, 
468 Old Mammoth Rd

Enjoy your sweetest happy hour yet - an open bar at Distant Brewing. Mingle with fellow 
film-goers and our visiting filmmakers.  $25 online, $30 at the door.

Parties & Events Closing Night Awards Gala
Sunday Sept. 26, 9:30pm,  
Rafters, 202 Old Mammoth Rd.
It may seem like the Mammoth Lakes Film Festival is coming to a close. But this is just 
the beginning, right? Audience and Jury Awards will be presented in all categories.  
After the awards presentations (and during), we will celebrate. Let’s talk, enjoy the 
open beer and wine bar, and dance about it with another DJ into the wee hours of 
the night.    $25 online, $30 at the door.

Champagne Brunch & Panel 
Discussion

Saturday Sept. 25, 10:00am, Sierra Nevada Resort 
Come for an informative panel discussion with industry professionals and enjoy 

an all you can eat champagne brunch outside in the courtyard of the Sierra 
Nevada Resort.  $25 online, $30 at the door.58 59

Filmmakers Bash
Sat. Sept. 25, 2021 @ 10:00pm

Rafters, 202 Old Mammoth Rd.
Come celebrate and honor our visiting filmmakers with a party to end 
all parties (although we’ve still got one more night to party)!   Enjoy an 
open beer and wine bar, a stellar venue, and a one-of-a-kind band with 
us at RAFTERS. This year’s band, THE EVANGENITALS,
$25 online, $30 at the door



Awards & Prizes
Jury Award for Best  
Narrative Feature
$1,000 Cash award
$10,000 Panavision Camera  
Rental Grant
$13,500 Light Iron  
Post Production Package
Orson Trophy

Audience Award 
for Best Narrative 
Feature
$1,000 Cash award
$5,000 Panavision  
Camera Rental Grant
Orson Trophy

Jury Award for Best 
Documentary Feature
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Audience Award for 
Best Documentary 
Feature
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Jury Award for 
Best INternational 
Narrative Feature
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Audience Award for 
Best International 
Narrative Feature
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Jury Award for 
Best INternational 
Documentary Feature
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Audience Award for 
Best International 
Documentary Feature
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Jury 
Award  
for Best  
Screenplay
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Jury Award for Best  
Narrative Short
$500 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Jury Award for Best 
Documentary Short
$500 Cash award

Orson Trophy

Jury Award for Best 
Animation Short

$500 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Jury Award for  
Best Music Video
$500 Cash award

Orson Trophy 
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Winners will be announced at the Awards Ceremony, starting at 9:30pm on Sunday the 26th. 

Allison Amon
Allison Amon spent 18 
years developing Chelsea 
Pictures into a world class 
Production Company, 
winning awards at 
Sundance for The Queen 
of Versailles, an Emmy 
for Like a Girl and many 
Cannes Lions amongst 
others.  She has served 

as EVP of Development and Sales at Bullitt as well 
as Superconductor, both companies owned by 
The Russo Brothers and Justin Lin. Currently she 
is working at Superconductor, an agency owned 
by The Russo Brothers. In Superconductor’s first 
year of business she worked with the new model 
advertising agency to increase exposure, garner 
new clients produce award winning work and win 
AdAge’s Small Agency of the Year. Fresh off a 
feature film project with Roman Coppola which 
is currently in post production, Allison is looking 
forward to MLFF and all the creative energy it brings.

Documentary Features

Jury
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Elegance 
Bratton
Elegance Bratton is 
an award-winning 
director, writer and 
producer. He began 
making films as a US 
Marine after spending 

a decade homeless on the streets of New York 
His nonfiction feature debut, Pier Kids has played 
more than 50 film festivals worldwide. It made its 
television and streaming debut in August 2021 on 
PBS/POV.  Production is underway on Bratton’s 
feature film directorial debut The Inspection, 
which he also wrote. The film is produced by A24, 
Gamechanger Films and Chester Algernal Gordon 
via Bratton and Gordon’s Freedom Principle.  
Bratton and Gordon are in post-production on 
their documentary feature “Hell Fighter,” a 
co-production with Five Fifty Five Films that 
highlights the story of African American Jazz 
pioneer and music mogul, James Reese Europe. 
Bratton made his television debut as the creator 
and executive producer of the Viceland television 
series My House.

Int’l Documentary Features

Kimberley 
Browning
Kimberley is a filmmaker based 
in LA and is the Festival Director 
of Hollywood Shorts Film Festival.  
Kimberley also is an Associate 
Short Film Programmer at 
Tribeca Film Festival, and Senior 
Programmer of the Catalyst Content Festival.  She has served 
as the Executive Producer of HBO ACCESS since 2015. 
Originally from Washington DC, she studied music and film 
production at University of Southern California and began 
her production career at Disney’s Touchstone Television. 
Her film credits include Uprooted: The Journey of Jazz Dance, 
All Hallow’s Eve 2, Archie’s Final Project, Certified, Room 19 and 
Earbuds. Her episodic credits includes programming for HBO, 
A&E Networks, CBS, NBC, ABC Signature, Rollingstone.
com, People.com, Warner Bros. TV, Comedy Central 
and RealNetworks.

Narrative Shorts
cont. >
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Summre 
Garber
Summre Garber is a 
maker and programmer 
of films. In addition to 
producing four short films 
and directing two more 
documentary shorts (one 
that proudly played at 

Mammoth Lakes Film Festival in 2017), she was the 
Director of Operations at Slamdance for four years 
until 2013 when she became the Co-Captain of the 
Documentary Programming Committee and has 
maintained that role ever since. She was also the 
Senior Programmer for the Bentonville Film Festival 
for two years, in addition to screening and consulting 
for a number of other festivals including CUFF, AFI 
and LAFF. She is happy to let anyone know who 
asks that in 2020 she watched over 500 film festival 
submissions. Summre received an MA in Film 
Theory from San Francisco State University.

Animation & Doc Shorts

Rebecca 
Keegan
Rebecca Keegan is the 
senior film editor of The 
Hollywood Reporter. Prior to 
joining THR, Keegan served 
as Hollywood correspondent 
for Vanity Fair, film writer for 
the Los Angeles Times and 

Hollywood correspondent for Time magazine. She is 
also the voice of KPCC’s On the Lot, and the author of 
the books Young Frankenstein: The Story of the Making 
of the Film and The Futurist: The Life and Films of 
James Cameron. A native of New York State, Keegan 
graduated from Northwestern University.

Narrative Features

Devin 
DiGonno 
is an Independent Producer 
with over 15 years’ experience in 
the film industry most recently 
working in International 
Acquisitions at Lakeshore 
Entertainment.  She began her 
career at ICM in the Literary 

Department working closely with authors to help adapt 
their literary visions for film and television.  She then 
moved to Universal Motion Pictures, where she worked on 
Shakespeare in Love, Out of Sight and Meet Joe Black, before 
moving to MGM, where she worked on The Thomas Crown 
Affair and Flawless. Devin’s passion for film, the creative 
process and tenacity to see her projects brought to the 
screen led her to open her own independent film company 
in 2002, String and A Can Productions, where she 
produced her first independent feature, Spike, which was 
a prizewinner at Edinburgh Film Festival and Screamfest.  
Her second film, Disappearing in America, debuted at the 
Newport Film Festival.  Currently she has several films and 
television projects in varying stages of production.

Int’l Narrative Features

Sarah 
Diamond
Sarah Diamond is 
the former Director 
of Programming 
for the Slamdance 
Film Festival and 
currently serves as a 
programmer for the 

Slamdance Narrative Features and Animated 
Shorts committees. She holds an MFA in Fiction 
from Otis College of Art & Design and is a 
practicing entertainment attorney.

Documentary Features

cont. > 63

Shalini 
Dore
Shalini Dore has been an 
editor with Variety for a 
long time now. A former 
newspaperwoman, she 
transitioned to magazines 
with Variety, specializing 
in international 

entertainment. She has been to the Cannes Film 
Festival as well as Palm Springs, the Indian Film 
Festival Los Angeles and Napa Valley. Film festivals 
are places where we can discover little gems 
before they get adopted by the big distributors. 
Besides being the features news editor at Variety, 
Dore is also the internship coordinator, a position 
that helps encourage the next generation of 
entertainment journalists.

Int’l Documentary Features 

Caleb 
Hammond
Caleb Hammond is the 
Managing Editor of 
MovieMaker magazine 
where he’s covered 
film festivals such as 
Sundance, Toronto 
International Film 

Festival, AFI Fest, True/False Fest, and Telluride. 
He has interviewed such diverse names as 
Claire Denis, Paul Schrader, Paul Verhoeven, 
Abel Ferrara, Kevin Hart, Spike Lee and Peter 
Bogdanovich. Outside of MovieMaker, he works 
with the Sundance Documentary Fund and AFI 
Fest. He is an avid sports watcher and also holds 
a special affinity for live car chases on the L.A. 
network news.

Narrative Features

Jury
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JuryDavid Massey
David Massey, an Academy 
Award-Nominated filmmaker 
for his Live-Action Short film 
Last Breeze of Summer (1992), 
has an MFA in Advanced Film & 
Television from the American 
Film Institute. His docudrama Men 
of Courage received an NAACP 
Image Award, airing on PBS and 
BET. Massey’s six short films under the UCE Productions 
banner include Island Song (winner 2013 Audience Award 
at the Pan African Film Festival). He has produced several 
international documentaries including Dare to Struggle, 
Dare to Win, a documentary on the Women’s Movement in 
Ghana, narrated by Danny Glover. Massey’s latest projects are 
When Justice Isn’t Just, a short documentary distributed 
by First Run Features (available on iTunes); Not All Lost, 
a reality-based, celebrity-driven PBS program that aired 
in February 2020; and Passage, a narrative short film in 
pre-production. Massey is the recipient of several prestigious 
awards, including The Martin Ritt Scholarship; 2011 PBS 
Innovation Award and the Eastman Kodak Second Century 
Honoree. A voting member of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, he serves on the Oscar-qualifying Festival 
and Student Academy Award committees and the Executive 
Committee of the Live-Action and Animated branch.

Documentary Features 6564

Bojana 
Sandic 
Bojana Sandic 
is a film festival 
programmer with 
an enthusiasm for 
authentic voices. 
She is currently 
Programming 
Director of 
NewFilmmakers Los Angeles, where she is 
focused on connecting emerging filmmakers 
with new audiences and opportunities. 
Formerly the Director of Short Film 
Programming at the Newport Beach Film 
Festival, she maintains a love of shorts as a 
medium for storytelling. She has worked in 
short film development at Lexus Short Films 
and served on film festival juries including 
those of Slamdance, Outfest and Palm 
Springs Shortfest. 

Int’l Narrative Features

Ana Souza
Ana Souza is the Manager 
of the Programming 
department and a 
Programmer on the features 
team for the Sundance 
Film Festival. She is also the 
Head Programmer for the 
Sun Valley Film Festival, 
and the Producer for this 
year’s Palm Springs International ShortFest Forum. 
She programmed shorts and features for the LA 
Film Festival for several years before becoming Head 
Programmer of World Fiction for their last edition in 
2018, and she was an Associate Programmer of Short 
Films for AFI FEST for four editions. Her work has 
ranged from programming to filmmaker/industry 
relations and event production in festivals including 
Outfest, the LA Latino International Film Festival, 
Ambulante California, the Indian Film Festival of Los 
Angeles, and NALIP’s Latino Media Fest, among others.

Narrative Shorts

Jacques Thelemaque
Jacques Thelemaque 
is an award-winning 
writer, producer and 
director who founded 
the Los Angeles 
filmmaking collective 
Filmmakers Alliance in 
1993 and FA Productions 
in 2004. He was also 
Chief Community 
Officer of Withoutabox.
com in 2005. Jacques has also been a programming 
associate at the Los Angeles Film Festival since 2011 
and has been an advisor, board member, programmer, 
juror or invited speaker at numerous film-related 
organizations and events. Jacques has written and 
directed numerous short films, including Transaction 
which played at the Sundance Film Festival, and 
won the Grand Prix du Jury Award in the Labo 
Competition at the Clermont-Ferrand International 
Short Film Festival. He also wrote, directed and 
produced the feature film The Dogwalker as well as 
produced five other feature films.

Int’l Narrative Features

Breven 
Warren
With over 15 years 
of experience 
working at filmmaker 
organizations 
including Sundance 
Institute, Film 
Independent, AFI and 
Outfest, Breven has 
built film mentorship programs. After attending 
graduate school at the University of Florida in 
2015 to research the efficacy and sustainability of 
nontraditional filmmaker support programs, she 
was invited to develop the artist support programs 
at an entertainment studio built on the blockchain. 
She refined her problem of practice to pursue her 
doctoral research at USC. She is currently building 
out the R&D for the long-term vision of Angaelica 
to be a part of the change she hopes to see in 
the art and entertainment industry landscapes, 
specifically in regard to systemic practices that 
affect access and equity in talent discovery and 
film investment. 

Animation & Doc Shorts

Brian Welk
Brian Welk is a film and 
entertainment journalist based 
in Los Angeles. He has worked 
at the Hollywood trade 
publication TheWrap since 2016 
and has been in his current 
role as a film reporter since 
2018. Brian primarily covers 
the film industry, writing 
everything from breaking news updates, box office 
reports, awards coverage, interview features to analysis 
on industry trends for both the web and as an on-camera 
personality. He has attended and reported on the Oscars, 
Golden Globes, Emmys and the Sundance Film Festival 
in his capacity with TheWrap. Prior to joining TheWrap, 
Brian received his Masters in Specialized Journalism - 
The Arts from USC and worked as a freelance reporter 
and film critic. His bylines have appeared in The Village 
Voice, LA Weekly, Consequence of Sound, The Argonaut and 
more. Brian graduated with a degree in journalism from 
Indiana University and is a Chicagoland native.

Int’l Documentary Features



Badge Discount
A special thank you to our participating local restaurants for contributing to the success of this year’s festival! 
Enjoy a 15% discount on food (no alcohol) at the following restaurants for all MLFF pass holders from Sept. 22-26. 
Pass MUST be presented to receive the discount. The discount applies only to the pass holder.

Burgers 
Restaurant
6118 Minaret Rd.
760 934-6622

Giovanni’s 
Restaurant  
& Bar
437 Old Mammoth Rd
760-934-7563

Good Life Café
126 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-934-1734

Noodle-Ly
437 Old Mammoth Road. 
Suite 146
760-709-0856

Roberto’s  
Mexican Café
271 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-934-3667

Side Door  
Wine Bar & Café
Village Plaza -  
100 Canyon Blvd.
(760) 934-5200

Stellar Brew  
& Natural Café
3280 Main St.
760-924-3559

The Stove
644 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-934-2821

The Warming 
Hut
343 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-965-0549

EASTERN
SIERRA

ALLIANCE
ARTS

Participating
Restaurants
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Technical Director
Brian Morataya

Projectionist Techs
Luis Ricardo  
Arnold-Duron
Sean Barnes

Interns
Johanna Jenneman
Rileigh Sullivan

Associate  Programmers
Randall Good
Raphaella Jonah
Bridget McMillan

Screenplay Readers
Delila Vallot
Cody Inches

Video Content
Nick Kitinski
Trevor Van Winkle
Craft Happens 
Creative Agency 

Photographers
Dakota Snider
Joseph Marrone
Trevor Van Winkle

Allison Amon
Sharon Clark
Ari Costa
Lew & Juliana Jones
Roger & Ruth MacFarlane
Mono County
Marcy Murray
Panavision
Scenery Samundra
Sierra Nevada Resort
Ana Souza
Brent Truax 
Clay Tyson
Harry Vaughn
Mary Walker
Wilcox Sound
All our sponsors

A special thanks to the  
Eastern Sierra Arts Alliance  
Board of Directors
Juliana Olinka-Jones  President
Nick Kitinski  Vice President
Jo Bacon  Secretary

Orson the Bear Awards 
Jeff Fleming  
Bear Country Gallery

Program Booklet Design 
Paul Sbrizzi

Original Bigfoot  
Artwork 
Lori Michelon

Staff & Credits
Founder /  
Festival Director
Shira Dubrovner

Director of 
Programming
Paul Sbrizzi

Festival Manager
Lesley-Anne Hoxie

Production Manager
Em Solarova

Production Coordinator
Michelle Plascencia

Publicity
Ron Hoffman
Kelly Indermill
Scenario PR

Special Thanks:

Opening and Closing 
Night Caterer
Melissa Reeves

Sat. Brunch Caterer
Dan Molnar

Social Media & 
Sponsorship Coordinator
Juliana Olinka-Jones 

Festival Trailers
Mark Chua &  
Lam Li Shuen
Lauren Flinner
Heston Horwin
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