
Panel Discussion with Coffee & Pastries
Saturday May 23, 10:00am, USFS, 2510 Main St. 

Come for an informative panel discussion with industry  
professionals and enjoy coffee and pastries while we discuss  

"How to Get Distribution and Kick-Start Your Career" 
$12 online, $15 at the door.

Parties & Events

Late Night Happy Hour
Thursday May 21, 10:00pm, Distant Brewing, 568 Old Mammoth Rd.

Enjoy your sweetest happy hour yet at the local favorite tasting beer room 
DISTANT BREWING.  Mingle with fellow film-goers and our visiting filmmakers.  

Party is open to all. Passholders receive a complimentary drink ticket.

Opening Night Gala
Wed. May 20, 9:00pm, Sierra Center Screening Room Lounge, 452 Old Mammoth Rd.
Kick off Mammoth Lakes’ 12th annual independent film festival in style! Dance the night away 
to some sweet party tunes, enjoy an open beer and wine bar, and meet our visiting filmmakers. 

$25 online, $30 at the door.
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Closing Night Awards Ceremony
Sunday May 24, 9:30pm, Sierra Center Screening Room Lounge,  
452 Old Mammoth Rd.
It may seem like the Mammoth Lakes Film Festival is coming to a close. But 

this is just the beginning, right? Jury and Audience Awards will be presented in all categories. After 
the awards presentations (and during), we will celebrate. Let’s talk, enjoy the open beer and wine 
bar, and dance about it into the wee hours of the night.  $25 online, $30 at the door.
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Filmmakers Bash
Saturday May 23, 10:00pm
Main St. Pizza & Tap, 3399 Main St.
Come celebrate and honor our visiting filmmakers with a party 
to end all parties (although we've still got one more night to 
party)!  A night to remember! Spend the evening singing Karaoke 
with Local DJ Maurice. Party is open to all. Passholders receive a 
complimentary drink ticket.
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JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
N. AMERICAN
NARRATIVE FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
$15,000 Panavision Camera 
Rental Grant
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
INT'L NARRATIVE FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
SCREENPLAY
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

BRAVERY AWARD FOR 
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

AUDIENCE AWARD FOR BEST 
N. AMERICAN
NARRATIVE FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
$5,000 Panavision 
Camera Rental Grant
Orson Trophy

AUDIENCE AWARD FOR BEST 
INT'L NARRATIVE FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

AUDIENCE AWARD FOR BEST 
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
N. AMERICAN NARRATIVE 
SHORT
$500 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
INT'L NARRATIVE SHORT
$500 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
DOCUMENTARY SHORT
$500 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
ANIMATION SHORT
$500 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR 
BEST MUSIC VIDEO
$500 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Orson Trophy
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

JURY AWARD FOR BEST 
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

BRAVERY AWARD FOR 
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE
$1,000 Cash award
Orson Trophy

Awards & Prizes
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Winners will be announced at the Awards Ceremony, starting at 9:30pm on Sunday the 24th



cont. >

Randal 
Kleiser
Randal Kleiser is an 
internationally renowned 
filmmaker best known as 
the director of Grease, 
one of the most successful 
and enduring musicals in 
cinema history. His career 
spans decades of studio 
and independent filmmaking, as well as pioneering 
work at the intersection of storytelling and new 
technology. Alongside his work as a director, Kleiser 
is also an author and visual artist. His book Drawing 
Directors: Volume I (2023) combines portraits of 
legendary filmmakers with personal recollections and 
behind-the-scenes Hollywood stories. He expanded 
the project with Drawing Directors: Volume II in 2025, 
continuing his unique exploration of cinema through 
art, memory, and lived experience.

NARRATIVE FEATURES

Shaun Hill
Shaun Hill is a seasoned film 
executive and co-owner of 
Indican Pictures, a distribution 
company she co-founded with 
Randolph Kret in 2004. Driven 
by a passion for cinema, 
she has helped bring more 
than 475 films to audiences 
worldwide. Hill oversees 
acquisitions, legal, and multi-platform distribution, 
including theatrical, digital, broadcast, and home 
video, ensuring the company remains competitive 
with distinctive content. Her acquisition work 
includes films such as Silver Star featuring Grace 
Van Dien, Tapawingo starring Jon Heder, and more 
recently Swallowtail & Dragonfly with Russell Wong. 
Before Indican, Hill worked on the film festival circuit, 
programming for Slamdance and the Hollywood 
Film Festival. She has also spoken at Cinequest and 
Sunscreen festivals and serves as a judge for the 
UCLA Masters Screenwriting Program.

NARRATIVE FEATURES
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Jury
Carlos 
Aguilar
Originally from Mexico 
City, Carlos Aguilar is 
an L.A.-based film critic 
and journalist whose 
work has appeared in 
the Los Angeles Times, 
The New York Times, 
Variety, The Wrap, 

among others. He is a member of the Los 
Angeles Film Critics Association (LAFCA), the 
National Society of Film Critics (NSFC), and the 
Critics Choice Association (CCA).  

NARRATIVE FEATURES



Katherine 
Tulich
Katherine Tulich began 
her career in Australia, 
where she wrote film 
reviews and features 
for the Sydney Morning 
Herald and the Sunday 
Telegraph. She was 
also the Australian 

correspondent for the Hollywood Reporter and 
Entertainment Weekly. She became a well known 
radio and TV personality. Based in the US, she 
was a regular contributor to the Los Angeles 
Times, Washington Post and Variety. She was 
also invited to appear on the renowned “At the 
Movies”  TV show as a guest host filling in for 
Roger Ebert. Katherine now corresponds as a 
Hollywood reporter for the national Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation (TV and radio).. 
She has been a voting member of the Golden 
Globes since 2010 and has served as a judge on 
numerous film festivals around the world including 
Toronto, Chicago, Seattle and Palm Springs.  
Katherine is also a member of the Film Critics 
Circle of Australia (FCCA) and the prestigious 
FIPRESCI (International board of film critics).

INT'L NARRATIVE FEATURES
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Pat 
Saperstein
Pat Saperstein is 
Deputy Editor of Variety 
where she covers 
film, television and 
locations as well as Los 
Angeles food, history 
and culture. She is a 
frequent film festival 

juror and panelist and was previously Hollywood 
correspondent for Le Film Francais. 

INT'L NARRATIVE FEATURES

Jacques 
Thelemaque
In 1993, Jacques co-founded 
Filmmakers Alliance. As 
President, he built the 
grassroots collective into 
an important independent 
filmmaking community and 
resource organization with 
films screening at every major 

festival in the world. He’s overseen the production 
of hundreds of films and developed a wide range of 
innovative and dynamic filmmaking support programs. 
In 2004, Jacques and partner Liam Finn formed 
FA Productions and in 2005, he was named Chief 
Community Officer of Withoutabox.com. Jacques has 
written, directed and produced numerous feature films, 
shorts, and even commercials, playing in premiere 
festivals – and winning prestigious awards - around 
the world, including Sundance and the Berlinale. He 
has hosted many seminars and workshops and served 
as a guest lecturer or invited speaker, board member, 
programmer and juror at numerousfilm schools, film 
organizations and film festivals. He was an Associate 
Programmer for the LA Film Festival. He is currently 
building a new short film streaming platform called 
BURP, which will launch beta phase in late 2025.

INT'L NARRATIVE FEATURES

Jury



cont. >

James 
Costa
James Costa is the 
Founder & Co-president 
of Los Angeles based 
Bird Street Productions. 
He is an award-winning 
film producer with over 
fifty titles to his credit. 
His most recent projects 

include the Academy Award® winning film All the 
Empty Rooms, The Dating Game Apocalypse In 
the Tropics, The Stringer, Cookie Queens, Closure, 
and The Disciple. He is on the National Council 
of The Roundabout Theatre in New York, as well 
as The Vice president of The Board of Directors 
for Sea Shepherd USA. He is a member of The 
Producers Guild of America and BAFTA/LA.

DOCUMENTARY FEATURES

Alison 
Foreman
Alison Foreman is a 
Features Writer at IndieWire 
covering TV, film, and 
trends across pop culture 
and entertainment. She’s a 
journalist, critic, and industry 
analyst with a passion 
for blood, spectacle, and 

basic human decency. She's also the creator of 
the midnight movie column IndieWire After Dark, 
and an expert in the history of cult audiences and 
genre filmmaking. A Georgia Tech graduate, Ali 
previously worked at CBS News, Showtime, and 
“The Late Show with Stephen Colbert.” In 2020, 
she won Best Online TV Feature from the Los 
Angeles Press Club for her reporting at Mashable 
on police procedurals.. She has two National Arts 
and Entertainment Journalism Award nominations. 
Her work spans video games, music, web culture, 
science, politics, business, and tech, with bylines at 
The AV Club, Refinery29, and CNN. 

DOCUMENTARY FEATURES
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Allison 
Amon
Allison Amon is 
the President of 
Superconductor, an 
advertising agency 
founded by Justin Lin 
and The Russo Brothers. 
Along with winning 

ADAge’s small Agency of the year twice, 
Superconductor works at the crossroads of 
entertainment and advertising to produce award 
winning work for its clients. She spent 18 years 
as the co-owner of Chelsea Pictures, winning 
multiple awards at Cannes Lions, Sundance 
and an Emmy for #Likeagirl. She co-produced 
Queen of Versailles, The Kingmaker, and was the 
Producer of The Seven Faces of Jane for Roman 
Coppola. As an MLFF vet, Allison is always happy 
to be back in the Eastern Sierra and looking 
forward to the Festival and all the creative energy 
that comes with it.

DOCUMENTARY FEATURES



Amanda 
Bonaiuto
Amanda Bonaiuto 
is an animation 
director, artist, and 
assistant professor of 
Illustration at Parsons 
School of Design. 
She uses animation 
to experiment with choreographic movement, 
relational ruptures, and the ever present tension 
between bodies and space. Her work examines 
experiences of turmoil in mundane spaces; the 
bedroom, the funeral home, the emotional dance 
created through chains of physical association. 
Her films consider how our environments exert 
influence as we reciprocally construct our own 
worlds. Her films have screened at film festivals 
and institutions globally, including Slamdance 
Film Festival, Annecy International Animation 
Festival, Ottawa International Animation Festival, 
Ann Arbor Film Festival, among others. Her work 
has been recognized by press outlets such as It’s 
Nice That, The New Yorker, Vimeo, and NPR. She 
holds an MFA in Experimental Animation from the 
California Institute of the Arts, and a BFA from the 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

ANIMATION & DOC SHORTS

Kiva 
Reardon
Kiva Reardon is a 
producer, writer, and 
programmer working 
across fiction and 
non-fiction. Previously, 
she held the positions 
of: Vice President of 
Film at Barry Jenkins’s 
production company PASTEL; Associate Director 
of Film Programs at the Academy Museum 
of Motion Pictures; and Lead Programmer of 
Contemporary World Cinema at the Toronto 
International Film Festival (TIFF). She founded 
cléo journal, a publication dedicated to film 
and feminism, which ran from 2013 to 2019. 
Her writing has appeared in Filmmaker, Sight 
& Sound, MUBI Notebook, Cineaste, and many 
others. She writes a newsletter on movies and 
motherhood, Care Takes. She has acted as an 
advisor at the Sundance, Film Independent and 
Almanack Screenwriters labs and served on 
festival juries at Locarno, Jeonju, Palm Springs 
and Aspen. She is on the founding Advisory 
Board of the Los Angeles Festival of Movies.

NARRATIVE SHORTS

Kimberley 
Browning
Kimberley Browning is a 
filmmaker & film festival 
professional based in Los 
Angeles. She is a Senior 
Associate Short Film 
Programmer at Tribeca 
Festival, and is the Production 
Advisor for the festival’s AT&T 
UNTOLD STORIES $1.2M feature film program.  She 
has worked on the festival programming teams of 
LA Film Festival, Guadalajara Intl Film Festival - Los 
Angeles and Catalyst Content Festival. Kimberley 
is the founder of Hollywood Shorts, a short film and 
animation industry screening series and filmmaker 
development community, launched in Los Angeles 
in 1998.  She previously served as the Executive 
Producer of HBO ACCESS Episodic Directing and 
Writing Fellowship.  Kimberley is a member of the 
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts & Sciences.

NARRATIVE SHORTS
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Jury



Brian Morataya 
An LA native with Central American parents. In his teens he was in a local punk 
rock band, playing both backyard shows and famous venues. He's passionate 
about analog photography, and shoots primarily on 35mm. He is a seasoned 
projectionist for film festivals and events — he is now a member of IATSE Local 
600 as a digital utility and as a second camera assistant. He hopes to become a 
professional camera operator. 

MUSIC VIDEOS

Kangmin 
Kim
Kangmin Kim is a filmmaker 
and designer who holds 
both a BFA and MFA from 
CalArts’ Experimental 
Animation program. He 
has a depth of experience 
in both stop motion 

and motion graphics; his work often combines 
handcrafted characters with digitally designed 
backgrounds. Kangmin has been a faculty member 
at CalArts since 2021, serving as a thesis advisor 
for MFA students, teaching stop motion classes, 
a structure map method. Kangmin's recently 
completed trio of animated shorts inspired by his 
memories (DEER FLOWER, JEOM, and KKUM) have 
made him one of today's most highly awarded 
contemporary animators. His films have screened 
at the top animation festivals — (Annecy, Ottawa, 
Hiroshima, Zagreb — as well as Sundance, AFI, 
and SXSW. His most recent film, KKUM, won the 
Grand Prize for Short Animation as well as the 
Public Prize at the 2020 Ottawa International 
Animation Festival, marking just the third time 
OIAF's nearly 50-year history that the same film 
has won both prizes.

ANIMATION & DOC SHORTS
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Sean Barnes
Found in the woods at a young age by a poor family of 

carpenters, he spoke only the language of the 4-leggers.  He was ultimately 
bartered to a rich family of tech enthusiasts in the Bay Area purely as Friday 
night entertainment where his lack of civilized manners or speech was of no 

consequence. The boy went on to use his skills in storytelling and furniture 
making and even learned to walk on two legs. 

MUSIC VIDEOS

Sarah Diamond 
Sarah Diamond is the former Director of Programming for the Slamdance Film 
Festival and currently serves as a programmer for the Slamdance Narrative 
Features and Animated Shorts committees. She holds an MFA in Fiction from 
Otis College of Art & Design and is a practicing entertainment attorney.

ANIMATION & DOC SHORTS
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The following restaurants are providing a 15% discount on food (no alcohol) to all MLFF passholders.  
Pass must be presented at the restaurant. The discount applies only to the passholder and does not include guests.
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Restaurants
Black Velvet 
Coffee
3343 Main St., Suite F &
6201 Minaret Rd., Suite 204

Café Crépe 
Espresso & 
Créperie
(Big Blue Food Trailer)
202 Old Mammoth Rd.

Good Life Café
126 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-934-1734

Noodle-Ly
437 Old Mammoth Rd.,  
Suite 146
760-709-0856

Roberto’s  
Mexican Café
271 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-934-3667

Stellar Brew  
& Natural Café
3280 Main St.
760-924-3559

The Shed Wine  
& Charcuterie
3325a Main St.
hello@theshedmammoth.com

The Stove
(excludes Daily Specials)
644 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-934-2821

The  
Warming Hut
343 Old Mammoth Rd.
760-965-0549

A 10% Discount is  
provided by

The Mogul 
Restaurant
1528 Tavern Rd. 
760-934-3039
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Publicity
Ron Hoffman
Scenario PR
Social Media
Keaton MacHale 
Video Content 
Coordinator
Nick Kitinski
Angela Norton
Video Content
Ruben Haro
Leijla Subasic
Photography
Chris Cambio
Joseph Marrone
Jason Merritt
Lew Jones
Aleksandra Mendel
Festival Trailers
Jared Hall
John Mark Lapham

Festival Production 
Associates
Stella Adler
Johnny Lambiase
Jacqueline Pantano
Lisa Saperston
Jameisha Washington
Screenplay 
Programmers
Daniel Berube
Tyler Betschart
Marilyn Bui
Devony DiMattia
Caroline Gray
Jeff Leavell
Matteo Valents
Kaila Williams

Associate Programmers
Michael Bartolomeo
Natacha 
Feola-Quintanilla
Randall Good 
Bridget McMillan
Andrew Piccone
Catering
Katelyn Harrison
Orson the Bear Awards 
Jeff Fleming 
Bear Country Gallery
Original Bunnylope 
Artwork 
Lori Michelon

Special Thanks:
Allison Amon
Distant Brewing
Rachael Brown
Stu Brown
Chris Buehrer
Andrea Fazio
Lew & Juliana Jones
Limelight Mammoth
Ralph Lockhart
Roger & Ruth MacFarlane
MMSA Host Dept.
Mono County
John Morris
Panavision
Rob Patterson
Scenery Samundra
Ana Souza
Rachel Stellareese
Town of Mammoth 
Lakes Staff
All our sponsors 
and volunteers

Program Booklet Design 
Paul Sbrizzi

Founder / 
Festival Director
Shira Dubrovner
Director of 
Programming
Paul Sbrizzi
Technical Director
Brian Morataya
Festival Manager
Johanna Jenneman
Production Manager
Em Solarova
Projectionist
Sean Barnes
Production 
Coordinator
Jaala Jones
Restaurant Coordinator
Juliana 
Olinka-Jones 
Venue Manager
Stephen Gill

A special thanks to the Eastern Sierra Arts Alliance 
Board of Directors:

Juliana 
Olinka-Jones  

President

Nick Kitinski  
Vice President

Jo Bacon  
Secretary/
Treasurer

Staff & Credits



300  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57

32 ans á bord . . . . . . . . . .47

Afternoon 
within Afternoon  . . . . 35

Agàta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

Air  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Alma's Will  . . . . . . . . . . . 60

Aperture – Gem Club  . . 55

Be a Man. . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Bears in Hot Tubs  . . . . . .57

Better Half  . . . . . . . . . . . 40

Biting Susan . . . . . . . . . . 60

blinks in mimi’s 
singing voice  . . . . . . . . 15

Boat Movie . . . . . . . . . . . .34

Boyfriend – 2Charm  . . . 53

Boys with the Characteristics 
of Wolves – Unknown 
Mortal Orchestra . . . . 53

Brain Rot . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

Brothers' Cove . . . . . . . . 60

Busy Bodies  . . . . . . . . . . .37

Cacciatori d'uranio  . . . . 39

Chaika . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

Children of a 
Lesser God  . . . . . . . . . . 10

Chore Boy – Shlohmo 
(feat. SALEM) . . . . . . . 55

Citizen-Inmate  . . . . . . . . .47

Cold Feet  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

Collaborative Eff orts . . . 38

Danny Is My Boyfriend  . . 12

Debt to the Dead . . . . . . . 13

Disiniblud - Disiniblud. . 55

Dreaming of Lions . . . . . . 17

Dyspepsia 
by Salty Biscuits. . . . . 38

Elevate – Holy Fuck. . . . 54

Enough – PVA  . . . . . . . . 53

Erghad Afewo 
– Tinariwen. . . . . . . . . 55

Fan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Festa do Inquisidor  . . . . 60

Ghosting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

The Glass Magazine  . . . . 41

Gobbledygook  . . . . . . . . . 14

God Is Delighted When 
We Are In Motion. . . . .43

Going Nowhere Fast . . . 45

Gold Man  . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

Gonna Die More. . . . . . . 40

Groundwork – KiiiKiii  . . 54

High Season – 
Yuliia Yanko & Trygve 
Luktvasslimo  . . . . . . . 54

Hyodo's Paradise . . . . . . 44

I Got Bombed 
at Harvey's  . . . . . . . . . .22

I Hate Antichrist 
– John Maus. . . . . . . . 53

I Killed OSAMA!?  . . . . . . . 16

Inborn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

IS GANG 
STALKING REAL. . . . . 48

Jar of Time  . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Juicy and Sweet. . . . . . . . 51

A Kite Killed A Plane . . . 50

Koki, Ciao  . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
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Kràlik  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                32

Leftover Footage  . . . . . .      48

Leivalaul  
(Breadsong) . . . . . . . . .         43

Listen2me – Foxwarren  . .  53

Long Live Livia  . . . . . . . .        52

Los Ingrávidos . . . . . . . . .        39

Materia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               56

The Measure of She . . . .     61

Memory of  
Princess Mumbi  . . . . .      18

Mono 222  . . . . . . . . . . . .             14

The Moths &  
the Flame . . . . . . . . . . .           23

Mountains of the Moon . .  28

Murderer in the  
Ski Degree . . . . . . . . . .           61

My Grandfather Was A 
Mountain Climber . . . .   56

Nicky and Mike are in  
Beach Formal  . . . . . . .       33

Noir . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   19

Nuisance Bear . . . . . . . . .        24

O' Bingo!  . . . . . . . . . . . . .             52

One in a Million . . . . . . . .        29

operation wandering  
soul ////////// ghost  
tape number 10  . . . . .      41

Ophelia is Dying . . . . . . .        61

Play Fight!  . . . . . . . . . . . .             51

Playing Classics - Water  
From Your Eyes . . . . . .      54

A Poem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              39

Putting Ya Dine  
– Monaleo . . . . . . . . . .          55

Reunion . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              56

The Sandman  . . . . . . . . .         34

Small Violence  
– Junior Brother . . . . .     54

Spring Came on  
Laughing . . . . . . . . . . .           20

Squeezed Light . . . . . . . .        49

Stamp On My Threshold  
Like A Cowboy  . . . . . .      46

Starlit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 51

The Strange Performances  
At The Church . . . . . . .       33

Sugarfly . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              25

Tears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 42

Ten Will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                15

Terry's Calendar  . . . . . . .       35

To All the Girls I Never 
Banged: I'm Sorry . . . .    37

Together Up There . . . . .     37

Tomorrow . . . . . . . . . . . . .            42

Tony Odyssey . . . . . . . . .          21

Too Romantic . . . . . . . . . .          33

Toronto Apartment . . . . .      16

UFO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 32

The Unseen . . . . . . . . . . .            61

Until The Time We Die . .   61

A Very Serious Disease . 38

Wan Wan . . . . . . . . . . . . .             50

Water and Steel . . . . . . . 46

Welded Together  . . . . . .      26

What Lies Unseen -  
Convict Lake . . . . . . . .        57

Whose Woods  
Are These  . . . . . . . . . .          52

Witness:  
An Organima Film  . . .    51
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Show the world
your world

www.panavision.com


